
 
 
Subject: Weekly Update & PCS Faculty Departures - A Note from Judith & Jenn 

Dear PCS Community, 

Let’s all take a collective breath.  
 
We’ve made it to the end of academic instruction during this trying semester, and that deserves 
celebration, reflection, and (for many of us) a moment to check in on our mental health. We are 
so grateful for your support, feedback, and dedication to your children’s education as we 
adjusted to new ways of teaching our unique learners, and we cannot stress enough how proud 
we are of our students, who took on this challenge with inspiring tenacity and incredible 
adaptability. We hope that when they encounter obstacles in the future, they can look back on 
what they have overcome this semester and know that they have the ability within them to face 
any new academic challenges. 
 
Next week, we look forward to a Week of Fun in honor of our Class of 2020, who will go down in 
Park Century history as a notably resilient class of graduates. We hope you will join us for our 
community-wide events - Monday’s all school Talent Show, our 8th Grade Documentary 
Screenings on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, and our final All School Assembly on 
Thursday morning. The Zoom links to view the Talent Show and join the All School Assembly 
are embedded in the calendar (linked above), and they will also be available in the Panther 
Weekly. Your classroom teachers will be in touch early next week with more information about 
how to view the 8th grade documentaries. 

We’d also like to thank our Diversity and Equity Committee, who rallied to collate resources for 
talking to students about current events and teaching anti-racism. The group met on Monday 
afternoon and will continue meeting throughout the summer to create a more comprehensive 
resource and book list and to come up with definitive action items for analyzing current practices 
and modifying our curriculum in the fall. We are grateful for their leadership and guidance in our 
continued commitment to dismantling the institutional racism in our establishments. 

 



 

As we approach the end to this historic school year, it is also time to make our bittersweet 
announcements about the departures of some of our faculty members, who are moving on after 
the close of this semester to pursue various endeavors and will not be returning in the fall. We 
find it especially difficult to say goodbye this year because we are unable to send them off in 
person, but we will do our best to show our virtual appreciation for their invaluable contributions 
to our program and look forward to a time when they come back to visit and we can give them 
real-life hugs.  

● Since her arrival at PCS in August of 2018, Classroom Teacher Kellie Straily has 
impressed us with her organization and leadership while brightening our halls with her 
contagious smile. Kellie is leaving to take care of her new beautiful baby girl, Robin 
Harper Straily, born in April during Spring Break. 

● Linda Boverman has been a Speech and Language Therapist at Park Century since 
2007 and has lent her vast expertise in social thinking skills to educate our students 
and share her teaching strategies with other PCS faculty members and parents. Linda 
is retiring to devote more time to her private practice and consulting business. 

● A staple at Park Century from long before we moved into our Landmark building, 
beloved Reading and Math Specialist Ellie Germain is retiring. We will miss her kind 
and gentle presence as well as her extensive and thoughtful progress reports, 
illustrating her unmatched devotion to each of her students.  

● A woman of many talents, Kalpana Sarathy began teaching at Park Century in 2005 
as a Classroom Teacher in our Upper School and most recently has held the roles of 
In-House Substitute and Executive Functioning Coach. As Kalpana moves on to 
further pursue her interests in school counseling work, we know she will excel in her 
next endeavor with her out-of-the box ideas, empathetic nature, and the leadership 
she demonstrated as an integral member of our Diversity and Equity Committee. 

● Associate Teacher Megan Harvey, who came to us at the start of this school year, will 
be attending graduate school at USC with a concentration in special education. We 
wish her the best in her studies, and we look forward to seeing her contributions as an 
educator. During her brief time at PCS, Megan has clearly demonstrated her passion 
for teaching and advocacy for special education students. 

● Speech and Language Therapist and Reading Specialist Micaela Sulham, who joined 
our faculty in 2015, will be leaving us to take care of her adorable, brand new baby 
boy, Jack Ryan Sanders. Micaela’s adaptability, flexibility, and concentrated efforts to 
help design a writing program for our 8th graders have helped create significant 
strides in our curriculum.  



 

● Part time Math Specialist Suzanne Lituchy will also be leaving us. Throughout this 
year, we have greatly enjoyed her cooperative and collaborative nature, her radiating 
positive energy, and her fabulous baking skills, which she always so generously 
shared with the staff. 

Please join us in sending appreciation to these amazing faculty members, who have made an 
immeasurable impact on our community and will be greatly missed by faculty, staff, parents, and 
students.  

We hope you all enjoy your weekend and we look forward to sharing delight in our students' 
talents on Monday. 

Sincerely, 
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