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After a fall semester spent online, Park Century students are finally back for in-person learning! 
We’re back! After months of preparation and facility changes implemented to adhere to new required health and safety 
protocols, our students returned to campus part time on February 1! PCS Panthers who’ve only seen their peers and 
teachers through a screen have now reunited in socially distanced classrooms and new outdoor learning spaces, where 
they engage in in-person science, art, and PE. Our on-campus program has been a huge success, with all community 
members following mask-wearing, social distancing, and hand-washing protocols, and we look forward to further 
expanding our in-person program in the weeks to come!

Socially Distanced but Always Connected!

MARCH 10 
Monthly PA Meeting  

Join our PCS Parents 
Association to talk about 

upcoming events and 
fundraisers, ask questions, and 
hear about other exciting plans 

for our community.  

10
MARCH 10 

School Photo        
Make-Up Day             

Missed out on our drive-
through photo day in 

February? Not to worry- 
students can come in and 
take a make-up picture!

10
MARCH 26 

Grandparents & 
Special Friends Day                    

Our beloved annual 
tradition comes back in an 

all-new virtual format, 
celebrating our students 
and their special guests.

26
MARCH 29- APRIL 12 

Spring Break                        
After a whirlwind first few 
months of 2021, we hope 

all of our students and their 
families enjoy a restorative 
and relaxing Spring Break- 

we’ll see you back on 
campus in April!

3/29-
4/12

PCS Panthers participate in a variety of activities throughout the day, geared towards engaging students in learning at every level-  be it 
outdoor art programs, in-classroom sessions on campus with their teachers, or at-home enrichment clubs.  



 

“I am the kind of person who never gives up”- I don’t remember how old I was when I wrote 
this on a large poster board. On it was a picture of a mountain and me, at the bottom, small 
but determined. This attitude didn’t begin until I started at Park Century School. Before PCS, I 
went through a period in my academic life when I thought nothing was possible and that 
things would never improve, but Park Century changed all of that. I became more confident 
not only in myself as a learner, but as a young person of the world who accepted her learning 
differences, learned to see them as strengths, and could stand up for what she needed to help 
her learn- Park Century taught me that.  
  
After PCS, I went on to New Community Jewish High School (now called de Toledo). There, 
and in college, I used my PCS skills to advocate for myself and my unique learning needs. In 
2012 I was able to graduate with Phi Beta Kappa Honors from the University of Redlands. 
Throughout and even after I graduated college Park Century remained on my mind and close 
to my heart. I returned many times- to see the new building on Landmark Street, to visit with 
old teachers, even to spend a summer working with students in the art room. When it came 
time for me to do my senior thesis, I conducted my research at Park Century, and the 
interviews with teachers and observations of classes were enlightening and immensely 
valuable to my research. I am now in my third year of teaching students with learning challenges like my own, and in the summer of 2021, 
I will receive my master’s degree in Elementary Special Education from Loyola Marymount. I always wanted to be able to say to a student 
“I know how you feel” and truly mean it. Now, not only am I able to say this, I am able to help them learn in ways that are best suited for 
their individualized learning needs and style- to mirror the amazing teachers I had at PCS.  
  
As an Alumna, I know firsthand how dramatically a Park Century education can impact a student’s life, and when I think about how much it 
helped me, I can’t help but think about the many students who could truly benefit from a school like ours, but who would find it 
financially out of reach. I consider myself truly lucky and blessed to have a family who could afford to send me to such a wonderful place. 
As an adult I realize just how uncommon that is for many families in today’s current world. In my years at PCS, I was able to research my 
learning disability, talk with my classmates about our strengths and weaknesses, and learn how to advocate for myself- these are things 
that all LD students should have an opportunity to learn.   

 This year, I am lending my voice in effort to expand the Financial Aid program at PCS. Contributions will provide tangible tuition 
assistance for students who are in need, and will allow a greater number of students with learning differences to access the academic and 
clinical programs and to reap the benefits of the innovative educational environment for which Park Century is known.  I know that this 
place makes a difference and that it could make a difference to so many more students in future years. I want to help ensure that current 
students and the next generation of families are given the same opportunities that I was given at PCS, regardless of economic 
background, and I hope you do too. 

PCS Alumna Speaks to the 
Importance of Financial Aid
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Annual Fund Update 
We are proud to report that so far, more than 76% of our current parent body has contributed 

for our Annual Fund campaign, with $329,883 raised to date! 

The Annual Fund provides the bedrock of support for our Financial Aid program, and the 
money raised is also dedicated to our annual operating budget- supporting curriculum, 
technology, and so much more of what makes Park Century the innovative educational 

environment that it is.  

This year on March 4th we will hold our Annual Fund Phone-A-Thon, where PCS Annual Fund 
Parent Chair Sam Garelick and other representatives from our community will make calls to 

families encouraging them to join our Panther family by contributing to our fund. If you’d like 
to represent the Annual Fund and help make calls, please reach out to 

tsidler@parkcenturyschool.org … and if you’d prefer not to be on the “call list”,  we encourage 
you to take this opportunity to visit our website and donate to the Annual Fund today!  

To contribute to Park Century’s Annual Fund, please visit our website:  

www.parkcenturyschool.org/annual-fund

By Emma Taylor, Class of 2008

This year,  our Alumni were solicited only for their support towards our Financial Aid program to offer an opportunity to champion students like them. If 
you are interested in making a gift to Financial Aid at Park Century, please contact Tracy Sidler, Director of Development, at tsidler@parkcenturyschool.org 
or visit our website at www.parkcenturyschool.org to make a gift online. 

mailto:tsidler@parkcenturyschool.org
http://www.parkcenturyschool.org/annual-fund
mailto:tsidler@parkcenturyschool.org
http://www.parkcenturyschool.org/annual-fund
http://www.parkcenturyschool.org
http://www.parkcenturyschool.org


 

PCS Hosts Onsite Student Social Hours 
Though our fall program was entirely remote, in November, 
we hosted outdoor Social Hours for each classroom, which 
gave the kids a chance to see each other in person after 
months of only interacting on screen. For our older students, 
this provided a wonderful opportunity to catch up with their 
friends from last year in a familiar setting. For our younger 
students, many of whom had not yet stepped foot in our 
beautiful building, it provided a chance for them to meet each 
other in person through fun activities in a supervised setting. 
Students spent their onsite time rotating through different tented activity stations set up in our parking lot. 
They created chalk drawings on the pavement, shared what they were grateful for on paper turkey feathers 
to add to our community Thanksgiving project, took photo booth Polaroids to create a Panther collage, and 
completed Council activities. Not only did this peer interaction revive their excitement for the classroom, 
but it also provided an opportunity to practice safety protocols, like mask-wearing, hand-washing, and 
social distancing, prior to campus reopening.  
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Transition Back to In-Person Learning - Building Updates & New Tech! 

It’s been too long since we’ve seen our building do what it’s meant to do - house some of the most uncommonly bright young minds 
in the city! We’re beyond thrilled to have welcomed our kids back to campus for a hybrid in-person program, in the same familiar and 
welcoming building, but with a new health and safety makeover. 
Following the guidelines laid out by the LA County Department of Public Health, and under the guidance of our consultants from Joffe 
Emergency Services, we’ve implemented changes throughout our building to meet risk mitigation requirements, to help our students 

and staff navigate these new protocols, and to upgrade our tech program! 
Some of the physical changes include outdoor learning spaces in our parking 
area, signage to remind students and staff of social distancing measures, hand-
washing stations in hallways, Purell dispensers stationed in each classroom and 
at every entry point, and plexiglass dividers in reception areas. Additional safety 
measures ensure an ample supply of PPE and disinfecting, sanitizing, and 
ventilation measures that follow a strict schedule. 
Our technology upgrade comes in the form of Owl cameras in every classroom. 
These advanced devices have the capability to broadcast to remote and in-
person learners at the same time! Students learning remotely can participate in 

classroom activities and discussions as though they’re learning in 
person. 
Equipping our building to support a new learning environment has 
been no small task. Thanks to the steadfast work of our Health & Safety 
Coordinator, Lindsay Jung, who has led these coordinated efforts by 
consulting with local medical professionals, Joffe Emergency Services, 
and our own COVID-19 Task Force since the summer, our community 
members can take comfort knowing that PCS has done everything in 
our power to mitigate risk to our Panther families now that we’ve finally 
opened our doors.

Happening at Park Century:
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Apart but never Alone:  
PCS Virtual Events Connect Us 

During a remote learning fall semester, Park Century teachers and administrators looked for creative ways to 
connect our community members despite the physical distance between us. In an ordinary year, we gather 
together in our gym to welcome families to a new school year, celebrate holidays, and honor the achievements 
of our talented students. In an effort to keep the consistency of those annual traditions, the staff put their 
heads together to create virtual versions of these familiar events and important school year landmark 
experiences. Here are some of the successful virtual events we have hosted this fall…

Open House  
Since our classrooms were virtual, our Zoom Open House 
replicated the student classroom experience! One thing our 
parents didn’t miss? The drive through evening LA traffic to get 
to our campus!

New Parent Reception  
One of our most honored traditions, our New Parent 
Reception is normally held at the home of PCS parents 

Adrienne Grant and Paul Jennings, a longtime 
PCS Board member, and champion of our 
school. This year, we delivered PCS “goodie 
bags” to all our new families with wine, cheese, 
and cheer, and we had a wonderful evening 
together on 

Halloween 
An all-hands-on-deck administration delivered a “Zoom-o-ween” 
afternoon. Following classroom Halloween parties where students 
showed off their costumes, PCS staff and faculty ran different 
Halloween-themed Zoom activity 
rooms, including a Mad Scientist Lab 
with our new Science Teacher 
Jonathan, a Scary Scavenger Hunt 
with Jon Hay, and a Frightening 
Freeze Dance with Judith, Stacy and 
Mary Ann!
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2020-2021 Student Council Officers 
President - Grant Primus 

Vice President - Noah King 
Secretary - Lindsey Shrager 

US Student Activities Committee Co-Chairs —  
Jadyn Ashkenazi & Skyla Cohen  

Liaison to the DEIC - Mimi Koch 

Liaison to the Lower School - James Siegel 

Historian - Charlie Appel 

LS Student Activities Committee Co-Chairs —  
Jack Schwartz & Jolee Iverson 

Minister of Positivity -  
Remy Moshtaghi & Atticus Raeburn

Coming Soon: Grandparents & Special Friends Day 
We can’t wait to celebrate our first-ever virtual Grandparents and Special Friends Day on March 26th! 
While we can’t yet resume this beloved tradition in person, we are still looking forward to welcoming 
our special guests to spend time in our classrooms, visit a virtual art show of student work, and even 
see a special video performance featuring talented PCS singers and musicians! 

Student Council Elections 
Nothing stops the democratic 
process at PCS! Led by fantastic 
Faculty Advisors, Cory and 
Audrey, student candidates 
created digital election posters 
and delivered thoughtful, 
meaningful speeches to the 
entire student body during an 
online assembly. We held our 
Student Council elections in early 
November to coincide with the US Election Day. We have 
never been more certain that each candidate will become an 
impactful future leader.

Thanksgiving 
Though we didn’t have our traditional student and staff Thanksgiving 
Luncheon hosted by our PA, we gathered as a school to watch a 
gratitude video starring our students. Believe us when we say there 
wasn’t a dry eye in the staff Zoom windows that day!

Virtual Student Art Show 
Throughout the fall, Art Instructor Elisa Haber collected so 
many striking works of art from our uncommonly talented 
student artists that she knew she had to find a way to celebrate 
these artists and share their inspiring pieces with our 
community. Elisa worked with our Director of Innovative 
Learning and Remote Instruction, Sara Love, to put together a 
Virtual Student Art Show. Before we parted for Winter Break, we 
gathered to appreciate these stunning art pieces and show 
them off, as they were always meant to be seen.



 

Sonya Haber-Levin & 
Marius Chiang-Popa,  
Class of ’19 
We recently had a chance to 
drop-in on a Zoom call and 
catch up with two of our 
talented alumni artists- 
Marius Chiang-Popa and 
Sonya Haber-Levin from the 
class of 2019, who graduated 
from PCS and went on to 
rigorous high schools 
focused on the arts. Marius is 
currently at Idyllwild Arts 
Academy, a boarding school 
located about 3 hours out of 
Los Angeles, and Sonya is currently studying at LACHSA, the Los 
Angeles County High School for the Arts. Marius and Sonya are two 
in a long line of PCS students who have gone on to pre-professional 
training in the arts. Both schools are considered some of the best in 
the country for students who are passionate about music, dance, and 
performing and visual art. At LACHSA, Sonya is a singer in the Opera 
program. She also participates in choir and gospel choir and is 
deeply immersed in learning many different techniques focused on 
music and singing. Her school is still learning remotely for the time 
being, so her school days feature music theory, singing and arts 
classes, mixed in with 3 academic periods per day. She’s particularly 
enjoying the theory classes, and said that even though it’s 
challenging to learn new subjects, she loves the work. Marius, on the 
other hand, has been back on campus in person since September. 
The Idyllwild Arts campus is somewhat remote and has been able to 
create a strict school-wide bubble that allows their boarding school 
to function pretty normally. A life-long dancer, Marius is a dance 
major, specializing in ballet. He is the only sophomore at his level 
and occasionally takes master classes with professionals. He is loving 
the boarding school lifestyle too- with long hours in the dance 
studio, he is able to work intensively with his classmates and 
teachers and has greatly enjoyed having international roommates 
from Japan and Bolivia. Marius remarked that academics are a big 
part of the education there as well, but in many of his classes they 
are able to integrate the arts program into their class projects. 
Instead of a final paper for his honors English class, he created a 
dance that represented the themes they had been studying. 

Both alums recently had a chance to show off with some impressive 
performances. Sonya’s opera company was invited to sing on both 
Christmas Eve and Christmas Day in a televised performance, and 
Marius (a sophomore) was featured in the end-of-semester Junior/
Senior Student Choreography performance. We asked them if they 
had any advice for current PCS students who might want to go to art 
school, and they both said “PRACTICE!” They agreed that the 
audition process can be scary, but that with practice and 
determination, it’s definitely possible. We wish these two continued 
success in all their creative endeavors, but instead of our usual 
“good luck,” we say “break a leg!” 
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COMMUNITY NOTES 
Our Park Century community members make us proud every day- here’s what some of them have 

been up to lately!  
Interested in being featured in the next edition of Community Notes or know someone who should be? Send an email to 

alumninews@parkcenturyschool.org and tell us about your accomplishments, adventures, or anything else you want to share. 
We can’t wait to hear from you!

 Chase Fiedler  
    Class of ’06  

This year, PCS has the good fortune to 
have Alumnus Chase Fiedler sharing 
his knowledge by volunteering with 
our students! Chase came to PCS in 
the fall of 2002, spending 4 years 
here before graduating and going on 

to high school at Pacific Hills School in 
West Hollywood. From there, he went on    

 to graduate from Bennington College 
 in Southern Vermont, where he 

studied music theory and composition after reigniting his love for 
playing the cello. Every year at Bennington, students participated in 
internships (7 weeks away from campus doing fieldwork) and Chase 
eagerly confesses that the internship time he spent at Park Century 
School was his very favorite. During that time, he most memorably 
worked with 8th graders on their Gettysburg Address performances. As a 
big history fanatic, he loved getting to help them to understand the 
context of the words they were memorizing- it defied even his 
expectations when one of the students he worked with ended up 
winning the competition and going on to the national competition in 
Vermont, where Chase was back at school and able to go watch the 
student compete in person! The experience of working with the PCS 
students stuck with him, and after graduation he went on to work with a 
program called Music Together, a music therapy program for new 
parents which gave him experience in the intersection between learning 
and music. He knew he wanted to go to grad school and continued his 
education at NYU, studying Music Technology, focusing on engineering 
and tech in the area of sound. Through studies in coding and signal 
processing, Chase once again found his passion in the merger between 
education and technology. He immediately thought of his personal 
experience with learning and dyslexia and, seeing students use assistive 
tech like speech-to-tech software, realized the extent of the possibilities 
and decided to pursue Special Education. Currently, he is working on his 
Master’s degree in high-incidence learning through the University of 
Kansas and bolstering his studies by volunteering with our students, 
putting his vast experience with technology to work by leading our 8th 
graders in their media documentary projects. Chase has spent the fall 
helping students write scripts, make plans for filming, and explore style 
options. He says that the best part is getting the students to not really 
think of it as a school project (even though it is)- that moment when the 
students realize they can get really creative with their videos so that they 
can express their thought process is incredibly fun! 
He is working on his practicum for school, and with 8th grade teacher 
Kyle Hay as his mentor, he is getting to experience teaching by helping 
to lead writing groups. He greatly enjoys the process of helping to figure 
out the unique path each student needs to take in order to learn, and 
says that being an Alumni helps, perspective-wise. “I can certainly relate 
to them in certain manners- I was diagnosed with ADHD and Dyslexia 
and grew up with auditory processing disorder, I can understand when a 
student is going through that,” he explained. “There are different 
learning differences that students have, but I grew up with friends like 
that so I’ve always been able to empathize. It’s been a wonderful 
experience being in the presence of all of them- I hope to be able to 
spend time with them in person soon too!”  We’re looking forward to 
that too- thank you for all of your help, Chase!



 

Positively Inspiring- 2020 
Graduates Start Their Own 

Business! 
Despite all the hurdles encountered during 
2020, we’ve seen some remarkable 
examples of Park Century community 
members making the best of hard times. 
One particularly shining example comes from 
recent Park Century graduates-turned-
entrepreneurs, Maya Becher and Eleanor Madley. 
These goal-oriented leaders, who graduated in the 
spring with the Class of 2020, started their own 
business making homemade dog treats! 

Pawsitively Chewy is an LA-based dog treat company 
that uses hand-picked all natural ingredients to make 
healthy snacks suitable for our beloved pets. Eleanor and 
Maya make all the treats by hand using organic, eco-friendly 
ingredients and no preservatives - on their website, you can actually find a list of all 
the ingredients in every type of treat they make. They are also meticulous about 
the environmental impact of all materials used to make their treats, and they use as 
little packaging as possible to pack and ship. 

Dog-lovers from way back, the team began this motivated project by making treats 
for their own dogs, and to this day, they test every treat on their pups before 
shipping out orders. Many Park Century staff members have purchased these 
treats for their doggy counterparts - all the PCS dogs rate the treats with a 
resounding “4 paws up!”  

Though we’re impressed by the ingenuity and grit of these two young PCS alumni, 
we’re not at all surprised - during their time at PCS, they modeled leadership for 
their peers. Both served in the Student Council, Eleanor as President and Maya as 
Secretary, and both showed infinite kindness toward the younger students. Even 
when we unexpectedly moved off campus in the spring of 2020 and they were 
robbed of so many 8th grade events to end their time at PCS, these future leaders 
remained optimistic, delivering inspiring graduation speeches before moving on 
to adventure ahead. 

To shop their selection of all-natural dog treats, you can purchase a bag on their 
website at www.pawsitivelychewy.com! 
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PCS CLASS OF 2020- WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 
Our class of 2020 graduated in the middle of a pandemic, receiving their diplomas in caps, gowns, and 
custom face masks in our first-ever outdoor drive-through Graduation Ceremony- truly a ceremony like 

no other!  

Each and every one of them has gone on to their first year of high school, fully prepared to do their best 
in a virtual world. We continue to be so proud of our resilient PCS Panther Alums and cheer them along in 
their journey!

CLASS OF 2020 
Matriculation List                      

Our Class of 2020 8th graders 
graduated from PCS and 

matriculated into many fantastic 
high schools. Here are some of the 
schools of where this class of alums 

can be found now: 

The Archer School for Girls 
Besant Hill School of Happy Valley 

de Toledo High School 
Milken Community School 

New Roads School 
Notre Dame Academy 

Pacifica Christian High School 
Santa Monica High School 

Shalhevet High School  
St. Monica Catholic High School 

TREE Academy 
Westmark School  

Woodlynde School (Philadelphia) 



Panther Pics 
We’ve seen so many great snapshots of what learning looks like right now- make 

sure to follow @ParkCenturySchool on Instagram and on Facebook to see more from 
our PCS Panther Community!
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